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Th Ballet heat of Boston stages lts “Nuteracker” at the

Children and parents work together to make
Ballet Theatre of Boston’s ‘Nutcracker’ a success |

By Margareta Mildsommar
CNC ARTS WRITER

n addition to the 26 professional Ballet

Theatre of Boston dancers, more than

200 children of all ages are performing
in this season’s “The Nutcracker,” running
at the Emerson Majestic Theatre through
Dec. 26. Many parents will sit in the audi-

DANCE

ence, adoring their youngsters as they per-
form in the roles of angels, mice and sol-
diers. But numerous parents will also be

i

backstage, replacing popped-off buttons,
coloring cheeks, curling hair and coordi-
nating stage entrances and departures. It
seems BTB’s “Nutcracker” has become
something of a family affair.

“I think we have a record number of
families participating in this event,” says
artistic director and founder Jose Mateo.
“Initially, it started as parents were looking
for roles for their children who had some
experience performing on stage, but over
time, [the parents] have come to realize
that their participation really ... ends up
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