


FRI  April4
SAT  April 5
SUN . April6
FRI  April 11
SAT  April 12

SUN  April 13
FRI  April 18
SAT  April 19
SUN  April 20

8:00 pm
8:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 pm
8:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 pm
8:00 pm
4:00 pm

IT°s A RUsH!

ENJOY CABARET-STYLE SEATING
SEE DANCERS CLOSE UP

pickio CUBS

Featuring a premiere, Cuban-born Mateo explores the
beauty and mystique of his native culture set to a treasury
of rarely heard Cuban music.

“Ballet and cocktails. Why didn’t we think of thar?
Because we don’t have the sheer brilliance of José Mateo.”
STUFF@Night

THE SANCTUARY THEATRE, 400 HARVARD STREET, HARVARD SQUARE, CAMBRIDGE

CALL (617) 354-7467 OR WWW.BALLET THEATRE.ORG
Box Office M-F, 10:00 am-6:00 pm. Visa/MasterCard ($3 fee per order)

RESERVED CABARET-STYLE SEATING
AND COCKTAILS DURING THE SHOW
Beer, wine, sparkling water
and assorted juices at "The Barre" (cash bar)
Tickets: $35

+

d in part by the M

Cultural Council
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Henoch Spinola (left) and Desiree Reese pérform “Return” in the “Back to Cuba” program.

Taking wing on dreams of a homeland|

By Karen Campbell
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

CAMBRIDGE — Though chor-
eographer Jose Mateo left his na-
tive Cuba to come to America at
the tender age of 5,
Dance the heart and soul of
Review nis country’s culture
is deeply ingrained.
For the second time in only four
years, Mateo has devoted an entire
program that goes back to his
roots, and what a kick it gives his

classically based choreography.
However, the current “Back to
Cuba” program at the Sanctuary
Theatre — one premiere and three
works from the sold-out run of
2004’s “The Cuban Cendition” —
doesn’t feed off the music you
might expect. Instead of the dan-
cey grooves of Cuban popular mu-
sic, Mateo has chosen music by
some of his country’s most es-
teemed composers of “concert”
music, ranging from the Baroque
composer Esteban Salas to con-
temporary composer Leo Brouw-
er, known for film scores such as

Jose Mateo Ballet Theatre
At: The Sanctuary Theatre, Cam-
bridge, Friday night (through April 20)
617-354-7467

“Like Water for Chocolate” and “A
Walk in the Clouds”

In fact, the Latin influences in
Brouwer’s guitar concerto are
pretty subtle, and Mateo’s pre-
miere for 18 dancers is similarly
nuanced. “Return” loosely por-
trays a young woman trying to re-

enter a community, which reacts

to her presence with suspicion and
contempt. It’s easy to overlay the
plight of the Cuban exile, but one
suspects Mateo has a more univer-
sal theme in mind.

Desiree Reese beautifully cap-
tures the exile’s strength yet vul-
nerability with softly curving arms
atop crystalline footwork. She be-
gins the piece with her hands

shielding her eyes, opening them

as if awakening, moving tentative-
ly as if discovering the place for
the first time. Shunned by the larg-

er group, she connects with He-
noch Spinola, who seems drawn to
her light, airy grace. As they move

through elegant arabesques and

lifts, they barely allow their eyes to
meet. Yet they dance with aban-
don, Reese releasing backward in
a deep, fluid arch into Spinola’s
arms or diving into a swoon that
ends with a passionate kiss.
Elisabeth Scherer portrays the
exile’s mother with a compelling
sense of conflict, dancing with ten-
sile flexibility and fleet footwork
that leads her into sharp turns and
slicing kicks. Eventually, she soft-
ens, embracing Reese with love
before. fleeing. A gorgeous section
for four couples sends the women
repeatedly arching backward into
poses of submission. The full
group dances with authority, de-
spite discrepancies of timing.
“Danzones Baleticos” is a blast,
marrying Mateo’s long-lined clas-
sicism with the sashay and swag-
ger of social dancing — hip rolls,

_pelvic thrusts, saucy shifts of the

head. The burly Cosmin Marcule-

- es. Matt White swept her into |

HIGH AND DRY
 Tobav: Sunand clouds, highg
oo bulldsihigh50-55
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DAVID KAMERMAN/GLOBE STAFF

tiu, who hasi’t performed in two |
years, stepped in for an injured
dancer at the last minute, and his
charismatic mugging infused the
piece with a rakish charm. :
Ruth Bronwen led a solid per-
formance of “Ayer Pasado” (“The
Day Before Yesterday”), a roman-
tic work of shifting entangle-
ments. Her leaps were vivid and
full-bodied, and her turns and bal-
ances had lyrical sweep as she por-
trayed a woman who loves and los-

breathtaking lifts, swinging her
upside dewn over his sheulders or |
holding her curved bedy straight
overhead. Spinola and Angie De-
Wolf contributed a bravura duet of
soaring leaps and lifts.
Individually, the four short |
pieces of “Arroz con Mango” have
terrific flair, especially the dramat-
ically stark, sculpted “Canticum.”
But all would have fared better as |
separate works than squashed in- |
to one frame. Appropriately, “rice
with mango” is slang for “what a, |
mixed-up mess.” ;
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Artistic Director José Mateo & the Board of Directors cordially invite you and a guest to

DACK TO CUbﬂ

AND fi POST-PERFORMANCE CELEBRATION %
SaturDAY, fippiL 12, 2008

Join the dancers and artistic staff to celebrate the highlight of the company's 21st season.

Performance, 8:00 pm
Dessert & champagne reception, 10:00 pm

The Sanctuary Theatre
400 Harvard Street
Harvard Square, Cambridge

RSVP by April 7, to Sarah Medeiros (617) 354-7467x106
or smedeiros@BalletTheatre.org

—p—
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APRIL 4 - 20, 2008

Fridays and Saturdays af 8pm
Sundays at 4pm

~  Don't miss the premiere of

~ Mateo’s newest work setto

- Brower’s Concierto Elegiaco and
other Cuban favorites:

.. Danzone Beletico, Danzas, and
f Arroz con Mango m’
~ Tickets: S35 *”
Call 617-354-7467 or visit
www.BalletTheatre.org
FEEL THE RUSH

Enjoy cabaret-style seating cocktails during the show
See the dancers close up
Engage in a new aris experience

S S S g RS R RO

~ The Sanctuary Theatre * 400 Harvard Street ™ Harvard Square ™ Cambridge
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